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Great River Energy has announced 
plans to retire the Stanton Station pow-
er plant by May 2017 because the plant 
is no longer economic to operate with 
current low prices in the regional energy 
market. Stanton Station is located near 
Stanton in Mercer County, N.D.

“Stanton Station has provided depend-
able electricity to Great River Energy’s 
member cooperatives for 50 years,” 
said David Saggau, Great River Energy 
president and CEO. “The plant’s long 
and successful record was possible 
thanks to a talented staff and supportive 
community.”

“After careful consideration of several 
alternatives, it became clear that retiring 
the plant was in the best interest of our 
member cooperatives,” Saggau added. 

Recently, Stanton Station has been 
generating electricity on a limited ba-
sis due to economic conditions. During 
that time, it has often been more afford-
able to operate other plants or purchase 
power from the regional market.

“We are making every effort to minimize 
impacts on our employees and the com-
munity through this transition,” Saggau 
said. “We are providing Stanton Station 
employees with a number of support 
resources and services whether or not 
they continue working for Great River 
Energy at another location.”

Great River Energy continues to oper-
ate the Coal Creek Station power plant, 
which is located northeast of Stanton, 
and the Spiritwood Station plant near 
Jamestown, N.D. Great River Energy is 

the majority owner of Midwest AgEner-
gy Group which owns and operates two 
ethanol plants and related facilities in 
North Dakota. Great River Energy also 
maintains a number of transmission fa-
cilities in the state. “We remain a com-
mitted partner in North Dakota’s energy 
industry,” Saggau said.

Great River Energy is developing plans 
to decommission Stanton Station in a 
responsible manner that will safeguard 
the local environment and assure the 
safety and security of the local commu-
nity. 

Stanton Station, which began generat-
ing power in 1966, has a generating ca-
pacity of 189 megawatts.

Great River Energy to end operations at Stanton Station
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On-the-job apprentice training
Dakota Electric's pole yard offers safe environment for hands-on learning

Every year Dakota Electric provides 
week-long training specifically for its ap-
prentice lineworkers. The training cov-
ers all aspects of working with energized 
power lines in a safe, de-energized en-
vironment.

Apprentice lineworkers have a degree 
in electrical line work, but they must 
complete a four-year apprenticeship 
program before they can receive their 
certificate as a journeyman lineworker.

"Our apprentices spend a week in our 
pole yard with experienced journeyman 
lineworkers simulating energized pow-
er line work," said John Ginther, utility 
services superintendent. "It's a way for 
them to gain a variety of skills, ask ques-
tions and learn from their mistakes."

Electric utility line work consistently 

ranks as one of the 
most dangerous pro-
fessions in the coun-
try. That is why safety 
is so important at Da-
kota Electric.

"This training provides 
a safe environment 
for the apprentices," 
said Dean Jablonski, 
Dakota Electric crew 
chief. "We are able to 
teach them how we do things and ex-
pose them to certain situations, so they 
know how to handle it safely when they 
are working on energized power lines."

Near the end of their apprenticeship, 
the lineworkers also spend a week in 
Dakota Electric's system control center 
where they learn the behind-the-scenes 

responsibilities of distribution system 
operations, power restoration and pow-
er switching. 

Ginther says the training has paid off 
and his trainers can see the difference 
it has made from one year to the next. 
"We really want a well-rounded individ-
ual when all is said and done."

0% FINANCING   + 

Just as your fellow members can attest, Electric Thermal Storage (ETS) 
water heaters, or off-peak water heating, allows you to have 100% of the 
hot water you need at up to 50% of the cost. They save you money by using 
off-peak, renewable energy.

FULLY RELIABLE HOT WATER 
AT HALF THE PRICE

$400 REBATE 50% ON WATER HEATING COSTS

Learn more at EnergyWiseMN.com
or by calling the Energy Experts® at 
651-463-6243.

I’m very happy that we went with an ETS water heater and would 
recommend it to everyone.” – L ee E., cooperative member for over 18 years

Enjoy a special, limited-time combined offer of Save up to
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Do you have unclaimed 
capital credits waiting 
for you?

When you signed up to receive electric service 

from Dakota Electric Association, you became a 

member of an electric cooperative. While inves-

tor-owned utilities return a portion of any profits 

back to their investors, electric cooperatives allo-

cate margins to members as "capital credits," and 

retire—or pay—them when the cooperative's fi-

nancial condition permits. Dakota Electric has paid 

out capital credits to members who purchased 

electricity through 1987.

If you move, it is important that you inform Dakota 

Electric of your current address.

To determine if you, or someone you know, has 

capital credits waiting, visit www.dakotaelectric.

com and click on About Us > Capital Credits. You 

can also view a list of frequently asked questions 

that explains how the capital credits process 

works. 

For more information, call 651-463-6212.

Did you know?
Some members are eligible to make an early 

withdrawal of their capital credit account bal-

ance at a discounted rate. Those members 

must meet one of the following criteria:

•	 Age 65 and older

•	 The funds belong to an estate

The board of directors has approved the policy 

of discounting early capital credit payouts so 

that all are made on a fair and equal basis 

with those who will have to wait for their pay-

ments. For example, $10 received in cash to-

day is worth more than $10 received 20 years 

from now.

If you meet one of the above criteria and 

would like to request a discounted payout, 

contact Dakota Electric at 651-463-6212 or 

email capitalcredits@dakotaelectric.com.

The things we do in training 

are common situations that 

we would experience out in 

the field, however, we don't 

regularly get a chance to ex-

perience them. The week-long 

training is a nice refresher, 

and practice makes perfect. 

‘‘

‘‘

’’

’’

- Patrick Emond, apprentice

My skills have improved significantly 

over the last four years. 

The cost of powering your home rises at a slower pace than many 

of your typical expenses.

Compare the average national price increases of these expenses 

each year over the last five years and the value of electricity shines.
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Eagan couple takes advantage of Dakota Electric's 
Revolt 	program
The Danielsons are going green, charging their electric vehicle with 100 percent wind energy

After owning a Toyota Prius and enjoying the benefits of a 
highly-efficient hybrid vehicle, Nathan and Jodi Danielson 
knew they wanted to work towards owning an electric vehicle 
(EV) and being even more environmentally-friendly. That 
dream came true earlier this year when they purchased a 
Chevy Volt, a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV).

Around the same time they purchased their Chevy Volt, 
Dakota Electric had just announced its new Revolt program, 
which allows EV owners to charge their vehicle with 100 
percent wind energy.

"It was a win-win for us," said Nathan. "We have always 
worked towards being green and using as much renewable 
energy as we can. We have a geothermal heat pump in our 
house, we now drive an electric vehicle charged completely 
by wind energy and in the future we are looking to add solar 
panels to our home."

In addition to Revolt, the Danielsons took advantage of the 
ChargeWise rebate by installing a Level 2 charger and enroll-

ing in Dakota Electric's off-peak electric storage rate. That 
rate offers the lowest-cost, off-peak electricity (4.54 cents/
kWh) for charging an EV, but the hours available are the 
most restrictive (11 p.m. - 7 a.m.). Nathan says he plugs their 
EV in every night and only spent around $12 last month to 
charge it.

"We have been pleasantly surprised with the cost-effective-
ness of our electric vehicle," said Nathan. "And it's really 
cool knowing we are charging it completely with renewable 
energy."

Members who enroll in Revolt will receive 100 percent wind 
energy for the lifetime of the EV at no additional cost. Par-
ticipants will also receive a welcome packet containing their 
certificate of renewable energy credits (RECs) and a medal-
lion that can be mounted on the EV showcasing their partici-
pation in the Revolt program. 

To learn more, visit dakotaelectric.com/programs/electric-
vehicles or contact the Energy Experts® at 651-463-6243.

What EVs are eligible for Revolt?

How do I know I'm getting 100% wind energy?

Enrolling in Revolt is easy!

1.)  Plug-in electric vehicles (PEV) 

2.)  Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV).

PEVs are all electric, all of the time, and have no internal combus-

tion engine or gas tank. PHEVs are the multi-taskers, running on 

both gas and electricity.

When renewable energy is added to the power grid, a renewable 

energy credit (REC) is created that embodies all of the environ-

mental benefits of that energy. When you claim your Revolt 

upgrade, we will dedicate wind energy RECs on your behalf, com-

pletely offsetting the energy used to power your electric vehicle.

Step 1: Buy or lease an EV. If you already have one, skip to step 2.

Step 2:  Fill out and return the enrollment form found on our web-

site at dakotaelectric.com/residential/programs/electric-vehicles.

Step 3:  Submit the completed enrollment form.
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I’m Eevie and I’m amped to tell you about this 
amazing offer — an opportunity to power your 
electric vehicle with 100% wind energy. Great, 
right? Head to MNrevolt.com to find out how, 
and to learn about our groundbreaking initiative 
to promote a more sustainable EV future.

CLAIM YOUR FREE  
WIND ENERGY 
UPGRADE AND  
MY FRIENDS WILL 
LOVE YOU TOO.”

“

100% WIND ENERGY FOR THE LIFE 
OF YOUR EV AT NO EXTRA COST

Register to attend our annual wind farm tour

Dakota Electric's popular wind tours offer an up-close look at an operat-
ing wind farm. Space is limited, so sign up early! Tours fill quickly on a 
first-come,first-served basis.

Tour dates

Tours will take place on Sept. 1 and 2. Each tour leaves Dakota Elec-
tric's headquarters in Farmington at 8 a.m. and returns at approximately 
3:30 p.m.

Tour stops

McNeilus Wind Farm, located in Dodge Center, Minn., includes 41 
turbines. Members will have the opportunity to go inside the base of a 
turbine and talk to an engineer.

Pleasant Valley Station, near Sargeant, Minn., is a natural gas 
peaking plant that generates electricity during times of high electricity 
demand.

Register online 

https://2016DEAwindtour.eventbrite.com

Select the tour date you plan to attend and click register.

If you have questions, contact Brenda at 651-463-6234. Registration 
deadline is Friday, Aug. 26. The cost is $10 per person and includes transportation and lunch.

Due to limited space, we request that members who have previously attended a tour please let others attend. Children must be 
at least 12 years old and accompanied by an adult. 
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The South Metro’s independent Trane dealer for 39 years!

651-460-6022 • ControlledAir.net
*Subject to credit approval. See Controlled Air for details.

Fair Specials On Now!

During the month of August, 
we are offering extra special 
pricing and financing* on ALL 
Trane home comfort products.

FREE in-home estimates!

See us

at the Dakota 

County Fair!

August

8th -14th

Furnace inspection MUST be performed
at time of service. Offer ends 8/31/16.

FREE
Furnace Inspection

with any
A/C Service in August

For all your heating, cooling and plumbing needs, just call...

$4097
70K 80% FURNACE AND 
2 TON AIR CONDITIONER

 

$4997 
60K 96% FURNACE AND 
2 TON AIR CONDITIONER

SPECIAL OFFER ON A NEW
HIGH EFFICIENCY CARRIER® SYSTEM

Offer Expires August 31, 2016

 Community 
Hero Program 

We are looking for volunteers who make a difference in our 
communities. Go online to submit the name of your Hero at 

www.bryantcommunityheroes.com. Click on "Nomination Form". 
One person will win a new Bryant furnace. Submit by Nov. 1.

Don't 
forget to 
visit us 
at the 

Dakota 
County 

Fair

August 8-14
Red Commercial Building
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Play it safe: Electrical substations 
may be on 'Pokémon Go' app

Thank you for checking the 
conservation gauge

The conservation gauge alerts members when the demand 
for electricity is especially high and utilities must pay more for 
wholesale electricity.

•	 Visit dakotaelectric.com and sign up to receive email 
alerts on peak-use days.

•	 Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter for the latest 
news and updates. 

Take advantage of Energy 
Wise® off-peak programs
Dakota Electric offers a wide variety of Energy 

Wise off-peak programs to save you money 

on your monthly bill while helping to keep 

energy prices down for everyone.

By participating in an Energy Wise off-peak 

program, members agree to let Dakota 

Electric interrupt power to particular devices 

when the demand for electricity is high.

Qualifying loads include:

•	 Electric water heaters

•	 Heat pumps

•	 Central air conditioners

•	 Electric heat

•	 Hot tubs and swimming pools

•	 Electric vehicles

To learn more, visit dakotaelectric.com or call 

the Energy Experts® at 651-463-6243.

Fall 2016 Parade of HomesSM

Sept. 10 - Oct. 2

Dakota Electric will feature electric 

thermal storage (ETS) water heating 

and Cycled Air Conditioning® at some 

of the model homes throughout its 

service territory. Watch for more details 

in next month's Circuits.

Dakota Electric and other electric companies are urging everyone to be cau-
tious when using the new "Pokémon Go" app and to stay away from all electri-
cal facilities.

The app uses buildings and 
landmarks as gathering sites for 
players. The electric cooperatives 
learned there is discussion that 
players can catch electric-type 
Pokémon near substations and 
transformers.

Electrical equipment is very 
dangerous and should not be considered gaming locations. Electric companies 
urge gamers, customers and the public to stay away from substations, all power 
lines and equipment on utility poles and underground electrical facilities com-
monly identifiable as those green boxes in neighborhood yards.

Never attempt to enter substations, go over a fence or climb utility poles to try 
and reach transformers. Serious injury or death can occur.

If someone sees activity where a person is trying to get into a substation or 
climb an electrical pole, you are encouraged to call 9-1-1 first, and then call 
Dakota Electric at 651-463-6201.
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Contact Us
Member service & drive-up window
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday - Friday
651-463-6212 or 1-800-874-3409 
Minnesota Relay Service 711 

Lobby 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday
4300 220th Street West, Farmington, MN 55024

24-hour outage & emergency service
651-463-6201 or 1-800-430-9722

Underground cable locations 
Gopher State One Call 811 or 651-454-0002 or 
1-800-252-1166

Tree trimming & street lights 651-463-6287

Dakota Electric is an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer 

www.dakotaelectric.com
customerservice@dakotaelectric.com

Program information and offers in this newsletter 

are subject to change without notice.Due to the presence of mercury, CFLs must be recycled. In Minnesota, it is illegal to place them directly in the garbage.

Last month to save 
GE ENERGY STAR® certified 

CFL and LED bulbs!

UP 
TO

$3 OFF
select GE ENERGY STAR® light 
bulbs with coupons from Dakota 
Electric.

UP 
TO
select GE ENERGY STAR® light 
bulbs at participating Walmart 
stores.

$5 OFF

Promotion ends Aug. 31, 2016

Visit energywisemn.com to learn more and enter 
for a chance to win a $500 Visa gift card.


