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Great River Energy, NextEra Energy Resources partner to
add 300 megawatts of wind energy
Great River Energy, Dakota Electric's

of the project, these local communities

than 700 MW, which meets or exceeds

signed a purchase power agreement

in taxes each year.

newable Energy Standard while pro-

wholesale power supplier,

recently

with an affiliate of NextEra Energy Re-

will receive approximately $1.4 million

sources LLC for a new 300-megawatt

"Great River Energy is dedicated to

central North Dakota.

supply of resources and a growing

(MW) wind project to be built in south-

Construction on the Emmons-Logan
wind project is slated to begin in 2019

and to be completed by the end of that
year. It will feature 133 General Electric
wind turbines in Emmons and Logan

counties that are capable of generating enough clean, renewable energy

to power 120,000 homes. As a result

serving our members with a diverse

share of renewable energy," said Jon
Brekke, vice president and chief mar-

the requirements of Minnesota's Reviding more wind resources for its voluntary subscription programs, such as

the Wellspring program for homes and

businesses and Revolt program for
electric vehicles.

ket officer at Great River Energy. "The

Great River Energy currently purchases

significantly increases our renewable

Energy Resources' Ashtabula II Wind

addition of the Emmons-Logan project
energy strength."

With the new project, Great River Energy's wind capacity will include more

51 MW of clean power from NextEra
Energy Center located in eastern North

Dakota as well as 100 MW from its Endeavor I Energy Center in northwest
Iowa.

Source: The Consumer Product Safety Commission
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Energy forum highlights electric co-op innovation
Research discovers electric cooperatives exist to serve members and are
laboratories of innovation.
“Minnesota is home to some of the
most well-run and innovative utilities

in the nation,” said Center for Energy
and Environment’s Mike Bull in his

introduction of Great River Energy
CEO David Saggau during an En-

ergy Policy Forum on Jan. 12, 2017.

Great River Energy is Dakota Electric’s wholesale power supplier.

The Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) is a nonprofit organization that promotes energy efficiency,
conducts energy-efficiency research

and develops programs, and hosted
the forum.

In addition, a recent CEE research
project dug into the issues and

trends facing Minnesota’s electric

Great River Energy President and CEO David Saggau delivers the keynote address at the Center for Energy
and Environment’s 2017 Energy Policy Forum on Jan. 12.

WELLSPRING RENEWABLE ENERGY®
Support renewable energy technologies by choosing
to buy wind or solar energy.
To learn more, contact the Energy Experts® at 651-463-6243 or visit dakotaelectric.com.
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cooperatives. The resulting white paper, Minnesota’s Electric

“Cooperative utilities are not sitting still – they are open to

lished in January 2017.

kets.”

Cooperatives: Laboratories of Utility Innovation, was pub-

Focus on members
During interviews with senior managers from Dakota Electric
and other Minnesota electric cooperatives, CEE found electric

co-ops to be united in their focus on serving members. Dakota
Electric’s President and CEO Greg Miller said, “Dakota Electric exists to serve our members. That’s not just a slogan; it is
why we are here.

change affecting the utility system and electric energy mar-

Additionally, CEE’s research found Minnesota’s electric cooperatives:

•
•
•
•

are extremely cost-conscious

take strategic risks that benefit members
support renewable energy

are committed to energy efficiency

Conclusions

‘‘

Dakota Electric exists to serve
our members. That's not just a
slogan; it is why we are here.

’’

Dakota Electric President and CEO Greg Miller

The report concluded, “The cooperative business model
continues to work well, providing members the services they

want while keeping their communities vibrant and successful.

In 1935, this meant electrifying rural communities; in 2016,
it means keeping electric service reliable while also ensur-

ing members have a cleaner supply mix, more choices and
Focus on innovation
Another major theme emerging from the study was innovation. Electric co-ops have been early adopters of technology

greater control. The cooperative business model provides coop members what they want at the lowest cost possible.”

such as advanced meters, load control, heat pumps, energy
conservation and electric vehicle programs. The report noted,

NEXT GENERATION
ELECTRIC WATER HEATING
An energy-efficient electric thermal storage or
heat pump water heater uses advanced
technology to provide hot water and
save money on your energy bill. And
getting one is easy and affordable
with help from Dakota Electric.

To find out more, contact the Energy Experts®
Call 651-463-6243
Visit dakotaelectric.com.

LIFETIME
WARRANTY*

REBATES UPTO $400
based on your installation*

0% FINANCING
may be available*

SAVE UPTO $300

on annual water heating costs

FREE IN-HOME
ENERGY AUDIT**

*Restrictions apply. **For members who heat with LP gas.

www.dakotaelectric.com
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Nominating committee selects
2017 director candidates

Save The Date!
Energy Trends Expo

In accordance with Section 3, Article III, of the Bylaws of this

Tues., May 9

Association, we the undersigned Nominating Committee, in a
meeting assembled on January 23, 2017, in the office of Dako-

ta Electric Association, have selected the following nominees
for directorship of said Association to be on the ballot for the
annual meeting to be held on April 27, 2017.

The 2017 Nominating Committee is made up of the follow-

ing: Bruce Adams, Tim Burke, Evan Fust, Greg Oxley, Mark
Pflaum, Steve Preus, John Switzer and Ray Yarwood.

Watch for more information about the 2017 annual meeting
and director election in the April issue of Circuits.
District 1

District 3

John (Jack) DeYoe

Margaret Schreiner (incumbent)

District 2

District 4

Janet Lekson (incumbent)

Paul Bakken (incumbent)

(incumbent)

6–8 p.m.
Eagan Community Center

•
•
•
•
•

Residential solar installations

Home automation technologies

Community storage technologies
Electric vehicle car show

Energy efficiency resources

Watch the April issue
of Circuits for more
information.

Douglas Bonar

Extended
through 2017!

“ I CAN ALREADY FEEL THE
WIND POWER FLOWING
THROUGH MY HEADLIGHTS.”
If you own an electric vehicle like me, or are
considering adding one to your garage, this
offer should get you all amped. Thanks to
Revolt, you can now power your EV with
100% wind energy at no extra cost. Visit
me at MNrevolt.com for more information.

100% WIND ENERGY FOR THE LIFE
OF YOUR EV AT NO EXTRA COST

How do I find out more?
Contact the Energy Experts® at 651-463-6243 or visit us online at dakotaelectric.com.
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The basics of buying an electric vehicle
Once thought of as a luxury product, electric vehicles are quickly becoming a
realistic option for mainstream consumers.
As electric vehicles (EVs) continue gain-

standard 120-volt outlet that requires

dealership either. EVs require much

purchasing one is doing so for the first

average, a full charge this way takes

because the battery, motor and associ-

ing popularity, most everyone leasing or

time. So, how do you know if an EV will
suit your lifestyle? And what information
do you need to know when heading to
the dealership to find out which kind is
best for you?

no extra equipment or installation. On
about eight hours, though it varies by

models. Homeowners can also choose
to have a Level 2 charger installed pro-

fessionally in their home and would see
the full charging time cut in half. Level 2

chargers can also be found across the

less upkeep than gas-powered vehicles
ated electronics require little-to-no regular maintenance; there are fewer fluids

to change; and there are fewer moving

parts, relative to a conventional gas engine.

country at public charging stations.

Environmental benefits

come when considering a transition from

Dakota Electric offers EV owners two

the impact that owning and driving an

ety,” or the belief that the car’s charge

ChargeWise off-peak rate to help you

Range anxiety
One of the biggest roadblocks to overgasoline to all-electric is “range anxiwon’t get you where you need to go for

an entire day. But according to a 2013

study conducted by Consumer Reports
and the Union of Concerned Scientists,

69 percent of U.S. drivers travel less
than 60 miles on weekdays – well within

the range of many EVs available today
and newer models to be released in the
next year or two.

optional home charging programs: 1) a

take advantage of lower-priced electricity during specific times of the day, and
2) Revolt, the option to charge your EV

with 100 percent renewable energy at

no additional cost for the vehicle’s lifetime.

Besides helping your own pocketbook,
EV has on the environment is profound.
EVs produce zero tailpipe emissions

and PHEVs produce no tailpipe emissions when in all-electric mode. And by

signing up for Dakota Electric's Revolt
program, your EV is charged with renewable wind energy.
Next steps

Dakota Electric also offers a $500 re-

While you may be considering an EV

off-peak charging program.

vehicle purchase you should assess

bate for participating in the ChargeWise

Two types of EVs
There are two types of EVs that use

Public fast chargers

power its motor: all-electric and plug-in

50 percent in 20 minutes. There are

purchase for the first time, as with any
your driving requirements and price

range, then compare those require-

electric energy stored in batteries to

Fast chargers can charge an EV about

hybrid electric (PHEV). All-electric ve-

more than 200 public charging stations

To learn more, visit the U.S. Depart-

mainly along transportation corridors,

hicle Handbook for Consumers at http://

hicles include the Nissan Leaf and all
Tesla models, while PHEVs such as

the Chevy Volt work like an all-electric
EV for the first 50 miles and then switch
over to gasoline.

across Minnesota. They are available

and can be located with easy-to-use online tools such as plugshare.com.
EV costs and savings

Charging your EV at home
Instead of stopping at a gas station ev-

ery time you need to fill up, the main
fueling station for your EV could actually be in your garage and cost less than
you would pay at the pump.

EV owners can charge their vehicle’s

battery at home by plugging it into a

There are approximately 15 EV mod-

els available for purchase in Minnesota, and while they vary in price,
consumers should keep in mind the

ments with the available models.

ment of Energy’s Plug-In Electric Ve-

www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/pev_consumer_handbook.pdf.
To enroll in Revolt or a ChargeWise program, contact the Energy
Experts® at 651-463-6243 or dakotaelectric.com.

federal tax credit of up to $7,500 –
depending on the size of the
vehicle’s battery.

The savings don’t end at the
www.dakotaelectric.com
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40 YEARS

We are celebrating

Serving the South Metro!
AGE HAS ITS
BENEFITS!
Call by March 31st
and we will
come to your home
and verify the age
of your current A/C.
If you have the oldest,
we will install a new
Trane A/C FREE!

The next 10 oldest
air conditioners will receive a
$500 gift certificate
towards a new
Trane home comfort system
OR
$250 towards a new
Trane air conditioner.

651-460-6022 • ControlledAir.net

FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, COOLING AND PLUMBING NEEDS

Paid Advertisements: For more information about advertising in Circuits call 651-463-6270.

Download
Dakota Electric's
FREE Outage App!
MAINTENANCE
SPECIAL
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Get an early spring start...Get your AC ready!

Air Conditioner Tune-Up

$49.99

Contact Angell Aire for an appointment

March 2017

Quick. Easy.
Informed.
Once you have installed the app, you
must request a code by visiting
dakotaelectric.com and clicking on
"Dakota Electric Outage App" under
the Quick Links menu. The code is
specific to your account and is required
to personalize the app to your residence.

Circuits

Quick Clips
Eleventh Annual Crops Day
at Dakota Electric
Wednesday, March 15 | 9 a.m. — 2 p.m.
4300 220th St. W., Farmington, MN 55024
For the eleventh year, Crops Day will bring specialists to Dakota County to share
local research results and crop management strategies with producers and other
agricultural professionals.

Splitting nitrogen applications: When are
they worth your time?

Dr. Fabián Fernández, nutrient management specialist, U of M Extension

Rolling out the nitrogen fertilizer
management plan in Dakota County

Ron Struss, supervisor, Fertilizer Field Unit
Minn. Dept. of Agriculture

Understanding nitrogen best management
practices for Dakota County

Gregory Klinger, extension educator, Ag
Water Quality Protection U of M Extension

Understanding corn root zone water use,
evapotranspiration and yield

Jeppe Kjaersgaard, research specialist,
Minn. Dept. of Agriculture

Are you resistance ready? Weed control
update for corn and soybeans

Lisa Behnken, regional extension crops
educator, U of M Extension

Unlocking the secrets to soil health: Soil
health tips for Dakota County

Kristin Brennan, Asst. state soil scientist/
soil health specialist, USDA-NRCS

Minnesota's water strategy: Why should
farmers care?

Ashley Gallagher, resource conservationist, Dakota County Soil & Water Conservation District

NRCS & FSA updates

Michelle Wohlers, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service; Scott
Newburg, USDA Farm Service Agency

Energy conservation programs

Mike Plutowski, Dakota Electric Association

Lunch with the experts and trade show
This event is free and open to the public, but preregistration is requested.
Please RSVP to Jackie at 651-463-6319 or jbauer@dakotaelectric.com.

For program information or questions, contact David Nicolai, regional extension
educator crops, at 651-490-7700 or nico0071@umn.edu.

The Southeast Irrigators Association Annual Meeting will be held in the
same space immediately after the Crops Day meeting.

SEE SMARTER
HOME SOLUTIONS
IN ACTION
From LED lighting to programmable thermostats
to off-peak water heaters and more, Energy Wise
MN homes feature efficient home solutions that
help maximize the value of electricity without
sacrificing a single degree of comfort.

Visit these Energy Wise MN homes
on the Spring Parade of HomesSM
March 4 – April 2
Country Joe Homes
19725 Holloway Lane, Lakeville
McWilliams & Associates
18228 Justice Way, Lakeville
Precision Builders
8223 200th St. W., Lakeville
Features may include:
• Air-source heat pump
• Electric thermal storage water heating
• Cycled Air Conditioning®
• LED lighting
• Programmable thermostats
• EV-ready garage
• Home energy performance testing

www.dakotaelectric.com
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District 1
John (Jack) DeYoe
David Jones, Treasurer
Gerald F. Pittman, Vice Chair

N E W S F O R DA KOTA
ELECTRIC MEMBERS

Circuits is published by Dakota Electric Association,
Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

Board of Directors

District 2
Janet L. Lekson, MREA Director
Jim Sheldon, Chair
Clay Van De Bogart, Great River
Energy Director

District 3
Kenneth H. Danner
William F. Holton
Margaret D. Schreiner, Great River
Energy Director

District 4
Paul Bakken
Judy H. Kimmes
Paul A. Trapp, Secretary
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Greg Miller, President & CEO

Please read and recycle.

Tanya Wolfs, Editor
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Contact Us

Visit us at the
Home and
Garden show!
Dakota Electric representatives will be
available to answer questions about

energy efficiency, rebates, programs
and more.

Lakeville Landscape & Home Expo
Saturday, March 11 | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Lakeville North High School
19600 Ipava Ave.

Apple Valley Home & Garden Show
Saturday, April 8 | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Dakota County Western Service Center
14955 Galaxie Ave.

Member service & drive-up window
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday - Friday
651-463-6212 or 1-800-874-3409
Minnesota Relay Service 711
Lobby 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday
4300 220th Street West, Farmington, MN 55024
24-hour outage & emergency service
651-463-6201 or 1-800-430-9722
Underground cable locations
Gopher State One Call 811 or 651-454-0002 or
1-800-252-1166
Tree trimming & street lights 651-463-6287
Dakota Electric is an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer
www.dakotaelectric.com
customerservice@dakotaelectric.com

Program information and offers in this newsletter
are subject to change without notice.

